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Welcome to Indiana University ‘ issotl09

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
BLOOMINGTON

October 1, 2009

It is my pleasure to welcome you, the members of the International Society for the Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning, to Indiana University and to Bloomington. I am especially pleased to
have many of you return to the site of ISSOTL’s inaugural conference in 2004. I hope that you

OFFICE OF THE will find some of the same energy and synergy that people experienced at that first meeting five
PROVOST SO G,
AND
EXECUTIVE The scholarship of teaching and learning is becoming an increasingly recognized and valued
VICE PRESIDENT practice across the spectrum of tertiary educational institutions and within a wide array of

disciplines. Indiana University was among the first research universities to embrace the potential
of this scholarship. Since 1998, when we held our first campus colloquium on the scholarship of
teaching and learning, we have seen scores of research faculty from across this campus take up
systematic and thoughtful study of what matters to them in their own teaching and in their
students’ learning. They have presented research at this institution and on other campuses and at a
variety of disciplinary conferences. They have published articles, books, and constructed websites
dedicated to the improvement of teaching and learning in history, sociology, biology,
anthropology, folklore, environmental sustainability, biochemistry, and journalism. Our
distinguished School of Education has been involved, as indeed the whole campus has. As my
predecessor, IU Bloomington Chancellor Kenneth R. R. Gros Louis, asked on the occasion of the
first ISSOTL conference, "What other research could be more central to the mission of any
institution of higher education than the study of how each unit can more effectively teach its
students? And what kind of research across the institution could be of more interest to students,
parents, trustees and other constituencies?"

We are keenly aware that teaching students effectively is a complex enterprise. As the papers to
be presented at this conference indicate, we need to understand who our students are, what
circumstances and expectations they bring with them. We need to be clear about our own goals
for the learning of our subject matter. We need to know how best to organize the learning
environment and how best to tap the capacities of the human mind.

Faculty must always remain at the heart of educational decision-making, and they will make the
wisest decisions if they are armed with not only knowledge of their fields but also knowledge of
their students and the processes of learning. Indiana University is pleased to have so many
faculty, professional staff, and graduate students participating in this conference and proud to have
contributed three of the first five presidents of ISSOTL. We are delighted to be hosting scholars
from other institutions who are participating in this conference. All of you are engaged in an
important development in education. Again, I am happy to extend a warm welcome from Indiana
University and to offer my very best wishes for an exciting and productive conference.
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